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ACADEMICAL PROCEEDINGS, © 9 
| | = 
Relative to the Propoſal for the Eſtabliſhment of 108 
1&8 
| ANNUAL EXAMINATIONS j 
. IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE; i 
HE. obligation I laid myſelf under to the Pub- 
lic to propoſe a Succeſſion of Graces to the 
| Caput, until the point of the Expediency of Annual 
1 Examinations ſhould be ſtatutably determined by a 
. Vote of our Body, may poſſibly, at firſt, appear to | 
be diſſolved by the Reſolution of a Committee, to t 
which the Senate had delegated its Authority, But ö 
as there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that every Perſon, who 1 
attentively conſiders the words of the Grace under 
which the Committee acted, will adjudge its Reſolu- | 
tion, paſſed upon the 2 1ſt of October, to be utterly , 
unformal; it is probable that J ſhall be reduced to — 4 
the neceſſity of again propoſing my Queſtion to the 5 
L -eegiſlature of our Corporatich; and, in ſuch # caſe, ö 
it is humbly hoped, that it may at length be permit- 35 | 
44 ted : 
| 
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( 34 ) 
ted to receive, in that reſpectable Aſſembly, a fair 
and conſtitutional Deciſion, 

In the mean time I ſhall think it my duty, perpe- 
tually, as new matter ariſes, to continue the Narra- 
tive of our Academical Proceedings upon this Sub- 
ject. It is a Subject of Public Concernment, and 


therefore the Public have an unqueſtionable Claim to 


Information, with reſpeCt to every material Circum- 
ſtance that relates to it, | 


I propofed my third Grace to the Caput upon 
the twelfth of May. In which as may be ſeen from 


my Poſtſcript, I had ſelected an unexceptionable 


Syndicate for the purpoſe of drawing up a Plan for 
the Execution of my Project. Upon the 25th of June 
I retired into the Country, with an intention of renew- 
ing my application to the Caput, in the courſe of the 
ſubſequent Term, | 


Before I proceed in my narrative of what followed, 
it may not be improper to obſerve, that Dr. Powell, 


upon the twelfth of May, propoſed a Queſtion to ſome 


Perſon or Perſons in the Caput, whether it might not 
be adviſeable to paſs a Grace to prevent me from of- 
fering any more Graces relative to the Eſtabliſnment 
of annual Examinations. But a doubt being raiſed 
by one of the Gentlemen then preſent, whether ſuch a 
Grace would be well received by the two Houſes, he 
thought 1t moſt prudent to change the Subject of Diſ- 


courſe, If any doubts ſhould ariſe concerning the 


Authen- 


( 35>.) 
Authenticity of this fact, I muſt refer to a paper in 
the hands of the late Vice Chancellor, wherein Dr, 
Powell himſelf confirms the truth of what I have 
now aſſerted by the Subſcription of his Hand. 


Upon the fifth of July the following Grace was 
propoſed to the Senate by the Vice Chancellor, which 
paſſed the Caput and both Houſes without a Di- 


viſion. 


CUM Reipublicæ noſtræ nonnullis 
intereſſe videatur, Publicum quotannis 
totius Juventutis Academicæ Examen 
inſtitui; idque ipſi publicè nos et ob- 
nixe expoſcant et efflagitent; | 


Ne rem tam ſpecioſam aut neglectui 
prorſus habuiſſe, aut tam novam, tanti- 
que momenti temerè nimis et incon- 
ſulto arripuiſſe Academiæ vitio verta- 
tur; --- | 


PLACEAT VOBIS ut omnes Collegio- 
rum omnium Præfecti, tres Regii Pro- 
feſſores in Theologia, Jure Civili, et 
Medicinà, ſeniores duo e Collegus 


A3 Sanctæ 
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( 36 ) | 
Sanz Trimtatis et Divi Joannis Tu- 


tores, et ſenior quiſque ex omni alio 


Collegio Tutor, ſint Syndici veſtri, qui 
convocante Procancellario conveniant, 
collatiſque inter ſe conſiliis deliberent 
et dijudicent, an fieri omnino poſſit ut 
iſtiuſmodi Examinationes commode 
habeantur — an ut habeantur expediat 
quo modo, quo loco, quo tempore, 
quibus Præſidibus, quibus Examinanti- 
bus, commodiſſime et ad uberrimum 


in bonis omnibus literis profectum uti- 
liſſime haberi poſſunt; Quicquid deni- 


que 1is, vel Procancellario, et majori 


eorum parti viſum fuerit, in ſcripta di- 
geſtum referant, et die primo Januari 
proxime inſequentis apud Procancella- 
rium deponant, cum ipſo protinus Can- 
cellario communicandum, veſtriſque 


ita demum ſuffragiis legitime Ae C or- 


dine ſanciendum, 


þ I received the Information of the paſſing of this 
Grace with the ſincereſt Satisfaction. For, although 
| It 


— 


— 


( (ORE) 
it was my private opinion that every Member of the 


Senate was able to judge of the practicability and ex- 


pediency of the meaſure propoſed - although I was 
fully perſuaded that the Gentlemen, named in my 
Graces, would have acquitted themſelves with credit, 
had the formation of a Plan been committed to their 
care; yet I eſteemed the unanimous approbation of 


the Vice Chancellor's Grace as a declaration of the: 
Senate's fayourable diſpoſition to the propoſed Inſtitu- 


tion; and flattered myſelf that the Committee, named 
by the Vice Chancellor, would have decided in favour 
of the practicability and expediency of the Meaſure, 
and afterwards have drawn up ſuch a Plan for the 
Execution, as might have reflected Honour upon the 
Univerſity and themſelves. 


It was naturally to be expected, as the terms of the 
Grace did not require, that the Chancellor ſhould be 
acquainted with the Reſolutions of the-Committee till 
the firſt day of the enſuing January, that the deciſion 
of the main Queſtion would not have taken place till 
after the diviſion of the preſent term, which happens 
on or about the 13th of November: this being the 
time, when, on account of Lectures, the preſence of 
the Tutors is rendered indiſpenſable. The Commit- 
tee however was convoked upon the 21ſt of October; 
and the Members, ho attended, finally decided the firſt 
Queſtion in the negative on that day. The Debate, 
according to the beſt Information I can collect, laſted 
ſomething more than half an hour. At length, the 
Votes being taken by ſecret Scrutiny, fourteen appear- 
ed to be againſt the Inſtitution, and nine in its favour. 
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| (i987) 
= The proceſs was as follows; The Queſtion concerning 
the Practicabilityof the propoſed Inſtitution was written 
upon a ſheet of Paper, and laid upon a Table, placed 
in the middle of the Room. The words, in which it 
was expreſſed, were taken from the Grace, viz. an fi- 
eri omnino polſit ut iſtiuſmodi Examinationes commode ha- 
beantur. Immediately under the Queſtion were drawn 
two Lines, with the words PLacer and Non PLAcET 
at their Extremities. The Company fat in different 
parts of the Room at a diſtance from the Table, 
When the Voting began, the Junior Tutor approach- 
ed the Table, made a ſcratch upon one of theſe Lines, 
and then retired to his place. His Example was fol- 
lowed by the reſt of the Gentlemen in their order, till 
the whole number of Perſons preſent, conſiſting of 
three and twenty, had given their Suffrages. 


I hope I ſhall not be ſuſpected of a diſpoſition to 
cavil, if I ſay, that ſome material Informalities appear in 
the Conduct of the Committee upon this Occaſion. The 

words, Quicquid denique iis, vel Procancellario, et major; 
EORUM parti viſum fuerit, ſeem to require, that every 
Reſolution ſhould appear to be the opinion of an ab- 
ſolute Majority of thoſe Perſons who were named in 
the Committee; i. e. the opinion of at leaſt nineteen 
of its Members; the whole number of Perſons name d 
being thirty ſix. Whereas it is confeſſed on all ſides 
that only fourteen voted againſt the Practicability of 
the Inſtitution, . The word rorRuUM plainly refers to 

* ALL the Perſons named in the Grace. If nothing more 
was intended by the Gentleman who propoſed this 
Grace, 
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Grace, than that the Preſence of a Majority of the 


whole number, with the Vice Chancellor at their 
Head, ſhould be neceſſary in order to proceed to buſi- 
neſs, he would, no doubt, in compliance with the cuſ- 
tomary form, have expreſſed himſelf as follows: 
PLACEAT VOBIS ut omnes Collegicrum omnium Prefedi, 
tres Regii Profeſſores in Theologid, Jure Civili, et Medi- 
cind, ſeniores duo e Collegits Sanctæ Trinitatis et Divi Fo- 
annis Tutores, et ſenier quiſque ex omni alio Collegio Tu- 
tor, VEL EORUM NOVENDECIM, QUORUM UNUS SEM- 
PER STT Douixus PROCANCELLARIUS, /int Syndici 
veſtri, Sc. A flight Inſpection into our Grace Books 
Will, I truſt, convince the Reader of the Reaſonable. 
neſs of this Remark. | 


But this reafoning may perhaps appear to be inva- 
lidated by urging, that, according to this Interpreta- 
tion, the Vice Chancellor would have a negative in 
every Queſtion debated by the Committee, and it may 
be contended, that it is abſurd to ſuppoſe it to be the 
wiſh of the late Vice Chancellor, that ſuch unconſci- 
enable Powers ſhould- be conceded by the Grace. 
The Hiſtory however of the concomitant Circum- 
ſtances is ſufficient to convince the moſt incredulous, 
that ſuch Confidence was intended to be repoſed in 
the Vice Chancellor. The actions of men are fre- 
quently guided by an Influence not diſcernible by 
themſelves; and I believe it is a pretty general per- 
ſuaſion that in this, as well as other Inſtances, the late 
Vice Chancellor, who appears to me to have rather 


wiſhed well to the Inſtitution in tlie main, permitted 
| himſelf 


Fn —, 

- himſelf to be directed by the Counſels of a Perſon, 

who has always manifeſted an hoſtile diſpoſition to 
the propoſed Eſtabliſhment, and whoſe conduct in 
the Committee forbids us to ſuppoſe, that he would 
ever have permitted the preceding Grace to have 
paſſed the Caput, unleſs he had been convinced, that 

it contained in itſelf the feeds of its own inevitable 
deſtruction. 


If then, according to the tenor of the Grace, the 
Conſent of an abſolute Majority of the Committee, 
with the Vice Chancellor among the number, be re- 

quired, in order to give validity to a Reſolution, a 
ſecond Informality diſcloſes itſelf in the Proceedings 
of the 21ſt of October. The Votes of the Aſſembly 

ſhould not have been taken by ſecret Scrutiny, which 

all the Gentlemen preſent, with whom I have conver- a 
ſed upon the ſubject, acknowledge was the fact. 

Doubts may ariſe in the breaſts of every Member of 

the Senate, whether the Vice Chancellor was in the 

Majority; a circumſtance which ſhould certainly ap- 
pear to have been the caſe, when the Report is made 

to the Chancellor and to the Senate. 


Upon Inſpection into the Grace, it alſo will appear 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Opinion of the Com- 
mittee, upon a ſubject of ſuch conſequence, would 

have been delivered with circumſtances of greater So- 
lemnity; and its Act have been recorded in writing, 
and ſigned by the Chairman of the Aſſembly. Nor 


will it avail the Opponents of the meaſure to plead, 
| that 
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that ſuch formality was only required in caſe a Plan 
had been drawn up for the Execution. The words in 
ſcripta digeſtum referant, expreſsly point to whatever 
might happen to become the ſubject of deliberation, 
And although ſuch concluſion were not to be inferred 
from the poſitive terms of the Grace, yet reſpect to 
the Authority, which gave the Commiſſion, rendered 
ſuch Procedure in this Inſtance indiſpenſable ; for, mn 
moſt ſurely, the Senate has a claim to the ampleſt in- = 
formation with reſpect to the Reaſons that inclined its = 
Committee to declare a Meaſure impracticable, which = 
was known to have been eſteemed not only practica- | 
dle, but expedient, nay even neceſſary, in the Judge- 
ment of a very large proportion of its Members. 


a Bb. a. ds 5 ar ma. 1 


I would draw the following Concluſions from the 
preceding obſervations, viz. | 


That the Members of the Committee, who in obe- 
dience to the Summons of the Vice Chancellor, met 
upon the 2 iſt of October, and determined the Quel- 
tion of the practicability of Annual Examinations in 
the negative, have not acted, in ſome eſſential points, 
conformably to the Grace from which they derived 
their Authority; and, that the Reſolution of the Ma- 
Jority on that day, has no greater degree of validity 
than the Reſolutions of the Majority of the Members 
of any private Society, when that Majority amounts 
not to the preciſe number expreſſed in their Statutes. 


I ſhall laſtly obſerve, that if the fourteen Gentle- 
: men. 


( 42 ) 

men, who voted againſt the practicability of the In- 
ſtitution upon the 2 1ſt of October, ſhould hereafter 
endeavour to obtain the concurrence of five more of 
their Brethren, in order to form a Majority of the 
Committee, ſuch meaſure muſt be looked upon as ex- 
ceptionable, unleſs the whole matter be again debated 
at a ſubſequent Meeting. The terms of the Grace are 
expreſs with reſpect to this point alſo. Convocante 
Domino Procancellario conveniant, COLLATISQUE INTER 
SK CONSILits deliberent, et dijudicent, &c.— Words 
which plainly imply that no Reſolution can be valid, 
unleſs the ſubject matter of it be openly diſcuſſed, and 
the Queſtion finally decided, by the Members of the 
Committee, during the time of their ſtatutable Af 
ſembly. 


Thus, unconſcious of an intention to miſrepreſent 
the conduct of any Gentlemen concerned, I have con- 
tinued my Narrative to the preſent Hour; and have 
unfolded the moſt material Circumſtances attending 
the propoſal of an Inſtitution, which has long appear- 
ed to me moſt likely to reſtore our Credit with the 


Public. An Inſtitution, which after many ineffectual 


Remonſtrances of a more private nature, I was at 
length induced to propoſe to our Senate, upon the 
Encouragement of many Perſons, whoſe Characters [ 
reverence, and whoſe Opinions, in whatever relates to 
the Improvement of Literature, and the Honour of 
our Univerſity, I think it Wiſdom to reſpect. My 
attempts have not hitherto been attended with ſuc- 
ceſs - yet the Judgement I have formed of the Im- 


portance 


( 43 ) 
Hortanice of the Cauſe, and the Confidence, derived 
from the Expectation that I ſhall be ſupported by the 
Voice of an approving Public, forbid me to deſpond. 
And if at laſt, after the Exertion of every manly Ef- 
fort, overborn by the weight of Prejudice, and cir- 
cumvented in my Endeavours to obtain a fair and 
candid deciſion of my Queſtion, I ſhould be obliged 
to deſiſt, I ſhall not remain altogether without my 
Conſolation; as, excluſively of the Satisfaction deriv- 
ed from the approbation of the Friends of Learnin 
and Religion, I ſhall retire with the perſuaſion, that, 
in conſequence of my ſtruggles, the taſk of Academi- 
cal Reformation will be rendered more eaſy to thoſe 
who ſhall hereafter be diſpoſed to undertake it; and 
ſhall therefore have laid in a Fund of pleaſing Reflec- 
tions, more than ſufficient to compenſate for the Anxi- 
eties, and ill treatment, which I have experienced in 
the proſecution of my Deſign. 


# 


Cambridge, Nov. the 4th, 1773. 
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Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author, 


1. A Short Account of Theological Lectures, now 
reading at Cambridge. Edition the Second, cor- 
rected and greatly enlarged. Price 2s. 6d. 


II. The Excellency of the Spirit of Benevolence. A 
Sermon preached before the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, Dec. 28, 1772. With a Dedication to the 


Youth who attended the Author's Theological Lec- 
tures. Price 6d. 


III. Remarks upon the preſent Mode of Education 
in the Univerſity of Cambridge, with a Propoſal for 
its Improvement. Edition the 3d. In which is 
contained a Delineation of the Courſe of Stud 
purſued in the Univerſity, preparatory to the firſt 
Degree in Arts; with a Narrative of the Proceed- 


ings of the Cambridge Caput relative to the Queſ- 
tion of Annual Examinations, Price 18. 
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